Blog

INTRODUCTION

Our blog is intended for project staff as well as interested
stakeholders from science, policy and practice, to share
experiences and mutually learn. It is an opportunity to showcase
the multi-faceted nature in which we improve livelihoods and
support sustainable land management through local research.

This current blog shares some highlights of INTERFACES’ activities in recognition of
this year’s World Drought and Desertification Day.

COMBATTING DROUGHT AND DESERTIFICATION

June 2024 has been particularly eventful, as members of the INTERFACES project
hosted many insightful events, but also participated in several key conferences
dedicated to addressing some of the most pressing global issues.

One of the standout events was the 30™ anniversary of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), and the Drought and Desertification
Day celebrated globally on 17 June. A series of events were also part of this global
convention observance.

i UNCCD YOUTH WORKSHOP: “UNITED FOR
LAND — MESSAGES FROM YOUTH VOICES
TOWARDS UNCCD COP 16”

On Sunday 16 June 2024, INTERFACES PhD student
Dorcas Sanginga Alame and visiting PhD student Faith
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Chihumbiri joined other youths around the globe in a
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workshop to discuss their vision for land management
and formulate a common message. In this workshop,
hosted at the Federal City of Bonn’s Old Town Hall,
youths engaged in high-level panel discussion and

developed recommendations that were presented at the Global Observance on 17
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June and will be directed towards the 16" Conference of the Parties of the UNCCD
(2-13 December 2024).

UNCCD GLOBAL OBSERVANCE DAY: “UNITED FOR LAND: OUR LEGACY.
OUR FUTURE.”

The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), in
cooperation with the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) and the Federal City of Bonn, hosted the Global Observance
Event of Desertification and Drought Day 2024 on 17 June 2024. This event brought

together land lovers, land heroes, “ AUNitedalang
¥ OUR LEGACY.
DOEER!!FUTURE.

experts, policymakers, and activists
from around the globe to analyse at
the past, look at the present and
shape a better future for our land.

A number of members from the
“Sustainable Land Management in
Sub-Saharan Africa”
attended the Global Observance

consortia

Event.

PANEL DISCUSSION: “SCIENCE IN SUPPORT OF COMBATTING LAND
DEGRADATION”

Following the UNCCD Global Observance Event, the INTERFACES team at the German
Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS) hosted an engaging panel
discussion and interactive marketplace to foster exchange and science policy-
practitioner networking among different organisations on the topic “Science in
Support of Combatting Land Degradation”.

Please find the accompanying blog post here and posters from the interactive market
place can be found here.



https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/special-issue-science-in-support-of-combatting-land-degradation/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/?type=publication
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS: CALL TO D-GROUPS

The INTERFACES team also had a discussion on D-Groups: how to this platform more
effective for the SLM consortia and how to foster exchange across communities of
practice. The following steps forward were identified:

yww.faraafrica.org/interfaces

JOIN THE Interfaces
COMMUNITY TODAY!

Are you open to discuss sustainable land use in
Africa? Supporti athways for Sustainable Land
at.in Africa?

Join the network of expe practitioners and
stakeholders, driven innovation
development, policy/decisio aking and support
and the introduction of stainable Land
Management for Smallh ﬁ yrmers in Africa

Scan the QR below to among the first to receive
news and join discussions on the INTERFACES
project output, workshops, funding opportunities
and more.

Scan here
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Connecting Science to attain impact at scale

1. All consortia project members are herewith invited to join D-Groups. A
brief introduction into D-Groups can be provided (dates tbhd).

2. A call will follow to identify and schedule 3 discussion topics with experts
to moderate the discussion on D-Groups.

3. Based on engagement and interest, sub-communities will be established
through which the expert facilitators take ownership as administrators of
the sub-community.

ZEF PUBLIC LECTURE

To cap these events, a ZEF Public Lecture titled "The Knowledge Management for
Agriculture Development (KM4AgD) agenda for Africa" was delivered by Benjamin
Abugri and Dorcas Sanginga. Insights were shared on the Knowledge Management
(KM4AgD) Challenge and Conference initiative and it was highlighted that several
consortia _members joined the FARA KM4AgD Challenge and hosted several

Knowledge Cafes on topics such as capturing indigenous knowledge in science, policy
and practice. Five members
from the BMBF-funded
projects will be developing
knowledge products on
thematic challenges that will
aid the projects in their scaling
ambitions. These knowledge
products will be presented at
the Science and Partnership
Conference in July 2024. The
recording of the lecture can be

found here.



https://km4agd.faraafrica.org/2024-participants/
https://events.faraafrica.org/
https://events.faraafrica.org/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/video/the-knowledge-management-for-agriculture-development-km4agd-agenda-for-africa/
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PHOTO CREDITS

Picture 1: Dorcas Sanginga Alame and Faith Chihumbiri at Old Town Hall in Bonn —
Dorcas Sanginga Alame ©

Picture 2: Colleagues from BMBF-funded consortium at UNCCD Global Observance —
Benjamin Abugri ©

Picture 3: ZEF Public Lecture — Aiveen Donnelly ©

MEDIA

Follow us for updates on the research programme on our website and follow us on

LinkedIn.

Previous blog contributions

“Annual Meeting of the COINS Project”

“Special Issue: Science in Support of Combatting Land Degradation”

“Institutionalising collaboration through InfoRange Community Committees in

Namibia and Kenya”

“Socio-economic Survey of Farmers in the Senegal River Valley”

“Highlights from 2023 and Planned Activities for 2024”

“Connecting Climate Knowledge Across Continents”

Latest Briefing Series

1/2024 - Fostering gender-responsive innovation adoption among smallholder

farmers in Africa
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Latest Videos

The Knowledge Management for Agriculture Development (KM4AgD) agenda for
Africa

Dr. Colin Stanley explains the InfoRange project on Namibia Connect

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), within
the strategy of its platform Research for Sustainability (Forschung fiir Nachhaltigkeit,
FONA), the INTERFACES project works with four regional projects — COINS, DeclLaRe,
InfoRange and Minodu — to strengthen the integration, coherence and reach in the

area of sustainable land management.
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https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sustainable-land-management-in-sub-saharan-africa-improving-livelihoods-through-local-research/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/blog-5-annual-meeting-of-the-coins-project/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/special-issue-science-in-support-of-combatting-land-degradation/
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https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/blog-4-institutionalising-collaboration-through-inforange-community-committees/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/blog-3-socio-economic-survey-of-farmers-in-the-senegal-river-valley/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/blog-2-highlights-from-2023-and-planned-activities-for-2024/?preview_id=1090&preview_nonce=845c64122a&_thumbnail_id=1095&preview=true
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/blog/connecting-climate-knowledge-across-continents-cultivating-digital-literacy-and-unity-in-the-global-classroom/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/INTERFACES-Briefing-Series_March-2024.pdf
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/INTERFACES-Briefing-Series_March-2024.pdf
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/video/the-knowledge-management-for-agriculture-development-km4agd-agenda-for-africa/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/video/the-knowledge-management-for-agriculture-development-km4agd-agenda-for-africa/
https://sustainable-landmanagement-africa.net/media/video/dr-colin-stanley-on-inforange-project/
https://www.fona.de/en/measures/international-cooperation/sustainable_land_management_in_sub-saharan_africa.php

