Crop residue management:
opportunities and challenges for soil fertility
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Context
 Enhancing soil health demands the combined application of organic and mineral inputs to maintain soil

quality and boost crop vields (Vanlauwe et al., 2010).
» Effective soil fertilization typically involves applying 4-5 t/ha of organic fertilizer (Quansah, 2010).
* Crop residues represent a valuable source of organic fertilizer.
 Understanding farmers’ perceptions and their use of crop residues is key to creating effective soil

fertility interventions.

Methods

* Field observation
* Survey with 97 farmers in 3 districts of Northern Ghana (Savelugu, Tolon and Mion)

Insights

Figure 1: Crops cultivated Figure 2: Crop residue management models and competing uses
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* Mechanization and transport
* Crop-livestock management
* Training on different models
* Field demonstration
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